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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

Memberships fall into the following categories: Life - $100.00, 
Contributing - $10,00, Active - $5-00, Joint (husband and wife) - $6.00,. 
Student (l8 and over) - $2.00, Junior (under 18) - $1.00. and Corresponding 
(residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) - $2.50. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public 
interest in the appreciation, study, and conservation of our native heritage. 
Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and VISITORS ARE 
ALWAYS WELCOME, The WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly and is mailed 
free to members. Currently held sanctuaries are maintained at Spooky Hollow 
and Short Hills Wilderness Area. 

Contact our Membership Secretary, Bruce Mackenzie, 281 East 26th St., 
Hamilton, Ont. L8V 5C9 (Phone 585-1422). 
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WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS- 

Mr, & Mrs. C. Barry,148 Britannia Ave., Hamilton,Ont. L8H 1X1 
Mr, Michael F. G» Clark, 27 Skyline Dr., Dundas, Ont. L9H 5S5 
Mr* R. D. Hendry, 11 East St. Cambridge, Ont. N1R 4N8 
Michael and Jane George, 91 South Street West, Dundas, Ont. L9H 4C7 

(continued on page 6l) 

F ROM THE EDITOR 


Correspondence 

As you will notice, we have a Correspondence Page in this issue. 
Perhaps some of you were under the impression that only formally 
xflritten articles should be sent in for publication. No, if you can’t 
write a formal article, then send in a letter or a note with your 
particular comments or thoughts. I would even like to keep a file 
of 'tidbits', field observations, short notes, ideas, etc., which 
if not desired for immediate publication could be saved for future 
use when something else came up on the same subject. This is your 
club and everyone should have a chance to participate. 

Many thanks to all those who have contributed so far. Keep it 
up; my file is empty again. 

Collator 

We are still looking for someone who can take over the job of collating 
and mailing the WOOD DUCK each month. There are approximately 450 copies mailed 
out each month and it requires a team effort to operate the collating machine, 
two staplers, address labels and stamps. 

Our thanks go to Dave Copeland in the interim who has handled this job 
again for this issue. If you would like to see what it is all about,give Dave 
a call at 585-5515 and he will be glad to show you how it is done and arrange 
a work party for the next issue. With 4 or 5 people helping the whole job can 
be done in 2 or 5 hours. This has to be scheduled during the last week of the 
month so that everything v/ill be in the mail by the 1st of the month. Local 
mail delivery has been reported to take up to 12 days in some cases. 
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EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 


******************************************************************************************* 

vr. 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 

Date and Time: MONDAY. DECEMBER 12,1977 at 8;00 P.M . 


Place; Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

Speaker: MR. GERRY Q U INNEY will present 2 of his nature 

films entitled 

'' THE FORESTS OF COSTA RICA '’ 

+ 

and 

" GOOD-BYE RED " 

the life story of a Red-tailed Haw. 

Mr. Quinney is an experienced film maker 
bringing to the screen the sounds of the howler 
monkeys of South America and the screams of the 
Red-tailed Hawk over Ontario skies.- A program of 
quality content for every naturalist. Don't miss it! 

IMPORTANT ADVANCE NOTICE : Please note that our regular meeting night 

in January has been moved to WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11,1978 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING *- 
■ ■■ ■ ■■■ ■ ■ ■■■ ■ ' . 
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VISITORS WELCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMEN TS $ 

- - # 

*****#***#***#**********#******#*#*#***********************^**************^^**** X “*' X ***** 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY,DECEMBER 4,1977 at 8:00 A.M. 

NIAGARA RIVER BIRDS : Gulls and ducks from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Fort Erie. 

Meet at the Greater Hamilton Shopping Centre, 
Kenilworth Entrance, or at the lookout at Niagara- 
on-the-Lake at approximately 9:30 A.M. 

Leader: Bob Curry Ancaster 648-6895 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17,1977 - IiONG_POINTjS]fflISW^_BIRD jCOUNT: Volunteers :see 

page 60 

* .HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT : This annual bird count also requires 
MONDAY DEC 1Q77 volunteers to cover the Hamilton area. Contact 

the compiler for territories. The participation 
fee is also $2.00. 

Compiler: George North Burlington 634-5463 


SPECIAL NOTE TO P/ITICIPANTS IN BIRD COUNTS 

The results of al 1 the Christmas Bird Counts are published annually in 
American Birds and reflect the changing patterns of bird life across 
the continent from year to year. The participation fee of $2.00 is used 
to help defray the cost of publishing the magazine. The fee should be 
submitted to the compiler when you submit your list on count day. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 1978 at 3;00 A.M. 

WINTER BIRDS : Start your year list off well before winter really grips. 

Meet at Dundurn Castle parking lot. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: John Olmsted Hamilton 522-0409 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING - JANUARY 11 , 1978 - SUBJECT -" NATURE THROUGH THE SEASONS "- 




60 


OTHER EVENTS OM YOUR NATURE CALENDAR 

HIKES IN THE PUNDaS VALLEY CONSERVATION AREA 
SATUR DA Y, DECEMBER 3. 1977 at 2:00 P,M. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1977 at 2;00 P.M. 

Discover how leaf litter plays an important role in the ecology 
of the woodlot, 

S ATURDAY, DECEMBER 10,1977 at 10;00 A.M. 

S UNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1977 at 2;00 P.M . 

Learn first hand the different strategies employed by animals to 
survive the winter. 

Note* The above hikes are conducted from the Dundas Valiev Tr a il Centre. 
located on the south side of Highway 99, 2 miles west of the 
Dundas Town Hall. 

***** ***** ***** ***** 

ONTARIO NATURE TOURS 

NIAGARA RIVER BIRD LIFE, DECEMBER 2-4th, 1977 

' During the colder months, the Niagara River becomes a Mecca for 
gulls and waterfowl, many in extremely large numbers, such as 
100*000 Bonaparte's Guile or 10 t ,000 comBXPn Mergansers. Addi¬ 
tionally, species such as Tufted Titmouse, Mockingbirds and 
Carolina Wrens are usually found, 

Ontario Natur e Tou rs offers this weekend opportunity to learn 
about birds and other features of the area. Cost, for local 
transport, and motel, 2-to-a-room..$35.00 

For further information on this and other scheduled tours to 
Yucatan and Hawaii, contact On tario Nature Tours 

6372 Montrose Rd,, Niagara Falls 
Ontario L2H 1L6 
or phone (416) 356-1089 

********************* 

********** 

CLUB FIELD INVENT **** 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17. 1977 

LO NG POINT CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - Volunteers are needed to take part in this 
annual bird count at Long Point. Territories and meeting place 
will be assigned by the compiler. The participation fee is $2.00. 
Compiler: Barry Jones Oakville 827-0381 

************** 

THE WOOD DUCIC 

The WOOD DUCK is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive 
and is mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most welcome and 
should be mailed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ont. 

L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding 
publication. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines would 
be appreciated. 

Noteworthy Bird Records should be sent to George North, 857 Eagle Drive, 
Burlington, Ont. L7T 3A3 (Phone 634-5463) by the 10th of the month. 

The WOOD DUCK is produced by volunteers members of the Club. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


CORRESPONDENCE 
SEE WHAT YOU MISSED! 


CORRESPONDENCE 


If you haven't puffed up an eighty degree hill, or crossed a creek on 
tippy, slimy, slippery stones, or made a crossing on a tree trunk bridge, precariously 
high above a swift stream - well then you haven't hiked with Dr, Bert MacLaren.^ 

Unless you know the haunts of Clammy Cuphea, American Columbo, Lizard's 
Tail or Triosteum, you missed the excitement of finding them on the Hamilton Natur¬ 
alists' Tuesday evening hikes this summer. 

Those of us who clambered, rolled, slid, waded and scampered after Bert 
appreciated his expert leadership. We found in him a walking volume of plant identi¬ 
fication. We are grateful for the many hours he spent with us. Obviously he spent 
many more hours in locating interesting specimens. 

Thank you Bert I 

One of the Gang. 


WOOD DUCK READ IN HAWAII 

Mote - The following extracts are taken from a letter by George G.Campbell to Bob 
Westmore dated July 19,1977. Mr. Campbell took part in the 1976 Spring Bird Count 
and now resides in Hawaii, 

- 'Our "Wood Ducks" are being passed on to members of the Hawaii Audubon Society, 

an active, able organization which I am enjoying. 

- 'Last night the program featured a Federal official whose duties involve enforcing 

various statutes protecting many forms of wildlife and wildlife products. Among 
the most interesting of seized items which she brought were three snuff bottles 
carved from parts of the skulls of a certain Asian hornbill. These are in such 
demand that the three had been appraised at a total of $10,000. 

- 'In April, we spent a week at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. This is a wet area, 

elevation at our lodge being 4,000 feet. In this rain forest I saw some of the 
scarcer native Hawaiian birds such as the I'iwi and Akepa. The Apapane and 
Amakihi were fairly common} also the Elepaio. The Melodious Laughing Thrush ^ 
(Garrulax canorus) is not too easily seen but I had luck there. Other imports 
besides the ML Thrush that I have seen (not at the Park, which is on the island 
of Hawaii) include the Shama Thrush (Copsychus Malabaricus) and Japanese Bush 
Warbler, the latter present in considerable numbers in mountain locations but 
unbelievably shy and difficult to find in the open. Oh yes - another native bird 
at the National Park was the Omao, or Hawaiian Thrush. We hope to go to this 
Park again. There are excellent areas for hiking and live volcanic phenomena to 
be viewed at close range. 

- 'I never did see an Upland Plover. Well- I finally did see the Ovenbird, so that 

compensates. 

Current Address - George G. Campbell, 

1717 Ala Wai Blvd. 2303, Honolulu, HI 96815 

For the benefit of readers George and I 'found' 101 species oh the 1976 Spring Count, 
truly a memorable event for both of us. 

R.H. (Bob) Westmore 


MORE NEW CLUB MEMBERS (continued from page 58) 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Archambeault, 144 Sherman Ave. S., Hamilton, Ont. L8M 2P9 
Mrs. Pat Wood, 2125 Garry Crescent, Burlington, Ont. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Chornook, 968 Tanager Ave., Burlington, Ont. L7T 2Y4 
Ms. Laurie Martz, 2 Grant Blvd, Apt. 12, Dundas, Ont. 

Hamilton Society for the Protection of Cruelty to Animals, 658 Parkdale Ave, N 

Hamilton, Ont. L8H 5Z4 
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A 12 - RAPTOR DAY 

by Barry Cherriere 

Sunday, Oct.' 16, 1977 the cloud cover was lOO/o and the temperature was 
3°C '(j 56°F):. The winds" were from the ME at 20-30. 

I drove to the high level bridge to watch the Fall hawk migration, later 
to be joined by Dave Copeland, There was already a car parked there, and there 
was somebody manning the lookout with binoculars to the sky. It was Tom Gaugh from 
Mississauga. He said that the hawks were moving good already. Looking up I could 

see that he was right, as there were 3 buteo-type hawks approaching our way - 

three buteos to be all Red-tailed Hawks. I barely got to ask him what he had seen 
prior to ray arrival when 4 more birds were coming down on us, 3 more buteos and a ' 
smaller, thin-bodied one with long narrow wings, The wings appeared to be held at 
a dihedral angle similar to the shape of the turkey vulture. It was a Marsh Hawk. 
Wow another moved in right behind the first, so talcing our eyes off the first one. 
Then looking back' at it again it was just a speck as the winds were good and steady 
carrying them away. 

During the first hour, 9 Red-tails (R.T.), 7 Red-shoulders (R.S.), 4 
Marsh Hawks (M.H.) — now another car pulled up — it was Eric Single from the 
:Toronto Field Naturalists' Club. He said that he had seen the hawks over the down- 
, town area of Toronto and figured it would be a good day at our bridge lookout. 

The next hour brought 9 more R.T., 1 R.S., 2 M.H, and a Kestrel. 

It was clouding over with darker clouds now, and the lighting was getting 
poorer while the hawks were going over even higher. But the hawks were steady 
as the Red-tails ('tails’ as they would come to be known,) and the Red-shoulders 
('shoulders') continued to number up. 

Now Dave had arrived, so some of the ones that were getting by us as un¬ 
identified would now be labelled — besides, he had brought his telescope for 
the higher ones. 

The accipiter hawks were trailing in numbers but things looked like they 
were going to pick up for them, as 2 Sharpies and a Cooper's were just passing 
over. A long-winged buteo hawk was approaching and we noticed that it's wing beat 
was slower than the previous ones. Also, the under side of the wings showed a very 
contrasting black and white pattern — the days first Rough-legged. Again more 
R.T.s and two large accipiters passed over — tagged as being Goshawks — two of 
the three to be seen that day. '■ 

Now Eric calls out, "Get this big one drifting off towards the escarpment 
with the smaller one chasing it." 

We all shout; "Where are you looking? What cloud is it in?" 

Then you hear, "Got it!" 

"Yeah, I got it too!", as different’people get it in their lenses. 

It was a Golden Eagle that was being chased, (if you can call it that), 
by a Marsh.Hawk, but the eagle was paying no attention to it. 

So now the count was 8 different raptor species for the day so far. Eric 
offered to go get lunch while Dave and I maintained a lookout. One is always 
leery about leaving to go get the lunch orders, as something good will almost 
certainly fly over at that time. Now, with Eric gone, the watchers felt sure about 
seeing a good sighting. A Sharpie and the day's second Rough-legged and some 
better looks at some 'Shoulders' were all that Eric had missed. But he wished that 
he had seen the Rough-legged as we had only seen two, and this was a better .look 
at one than the previous sighting. 


(continued next page . . .) 
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A 12-Raptor Day (continued) 

Now it was time for Eric to go back to Toronto, as he would be up all 
night out on the islands banding Saw-whet Owls. With Tom having left earlier, that 
left Dave and I to tally up what went through the rest of the day, and to see how 
long in the day the flight would actually last. 

It was coming round to 4:30 p.m. and we had had a pretty neck-stretching, 
back-bending day. Dave had another possible R.S. but I couldn't locate it. Unknown 
to either of us, we had a much larger and closer bird coming straight for us 
across from Carrol's Point. I saw it and suggested that we bear down on this one. 

"It looks good", we say. "Good bird, good bird", Dave shouts as this was 
our second eagle of the day. An imm. Bald Eagle carried on quite low just over the 
top of the bridge itself, with the normal traffic flowing right under it. It was a 
nice bird. I have never seen both eagles and the three different accipitero in 
one day before. 

Prom then the flight seemed to have dried up, so we called it a day, a 
very good day for October we agreed. 

The day's tally brought us 1 T.V., 3 Goshawks, 7 Sharpies, 1 Cooper's, 

197 R.T.s, 33 R.S.s, 2 R.L.s, 1 Golden Eagle, 1 Bald Eagle (imm.), 11 Marsh Hawks, 

2 Ospreys, 1 unidentified accipiter, 16 unidentified buteos, 1 Kestrel — all m 
all there were 277 hawks of 12 different species. 

***** 

Other bird 3 to be seen during the day were 18 Loons, 1 Mute Swan which 
landed in the inlet down in front of us, 6 Hooded Mergansers, continuous flocks 
of Goldfinches, Red-wings and Cowbirds, Crows and more Crows. 

—A Sunday truly enjoyed — meeting different people from other cities, 
all interested in observing the Pall hawk movement, and catching a 12 laptor 
day. 

Dave informs me that there will be a lot of these type of days, right 
through to December. So if hawks get you interested, and you wish to pick up 
some pointers on the different hawks, be out at the High-level Bridge area for 
the Pall ones, or the Spring ones out at the Beamer Point Conservation Area m 

Grimsby. 


PROJECTS DIRECTORY REQUESTS INFORMATION 

The 1978 edition of the Directory to Co-operative Naturalists' 
Projects in Ontario is now being compiled. The Directory is 
designed to publicise volunteer naturalists' projects and 
attract wider participation in them. Selected project descrip¬ 
tions are published in the Nature Projects section in the 
Ontario Naturalist, as well as being included in the Directory. 

Examples of projects in the 1977 Directory include Christmas 
Bird Counts, inventories of natural areas, and county plant 
and bird checklists. Most projects were bird studies, but 
there was an increase in projects on other subjects and it is 
hoped that this trend will continue. 

If you are undertaking a project which you think may benefit 
from inclusion in the Directory, please write to David J.T. 
Bussell, Editor, Directory to Co-operative Naturalists' 
Projects, Long Point Bird Observatory, P.0. Box 160, Port- 
Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0, and ask for a project description 
form. 
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FALL MIGRATION ON LAKE SUPERIOR 

by N, G. Escott 

I have had many exciting experiences studying the natural history of the 
Marathon area since I moved here from Hamilton in 1975, but one of the best was 
October 23,1977. 

A cold front had moved in the day before and it was a cold clear morning 
with thick frost on the ground. As the sun came up behind me I surveyed the Lake 
from a high sand dune at the mouth of the Pic River. This is one of the largest 
sand beaches on the rocky north shore of Lake Superior. At either end of the mile- 
long beach is a rocky point jutting out into the ice-cold crystal blue water. Behind 
me a solid blanket of spruce and jackpine covered the sandy plain and crept up the 
back slope of the dunes. 

A gentle on-shore wind from the southwest barely rustled the beachgrass as 
1 scanned the beach and point to my left, down the coast. I wasn't interested in the 
herring gulls wheeling in the early morning sun. 

Large flocks of passerines started flying over in a north-west direction... 
redpolls by the tens, hundreds, eventually thousands. There were many pine grosbeaks 
tflth them, undulating up the coast calling happily. Every now and then some xvhite-' 
winged crossbills would pass, with a sweet 'zik zik'; and a few evening grosbeaks. 

But I was looking for something else. 

Snow buntings were busy on the dunes, scurrying, sometimes rising in small 
flocks with a 'bzzzt' or a 'tew' only to land a few feet from where they had risen, 

A few horned larks kept together and didn't mingle. Black-capped, and boreal chicka¬ 
dees called from the spruces behind, and some vociferous red-breasted nuthatches. 

My eyes kept going back to the southern point. 

A pair of ducks flew by far out over the lake,,,,with binoculars they 
looked like male and female bufflehead. Then another bird was in the binocular 
field, alternately flapping and gliding as it flew determinedly over the water 
toward the northern point, I knew right away this was what I had come to see - a 
migrating rough-legged hawk. 

More followed. Most flew over the water, circling once or twice on reach¬ 
ing the forested point. They travelled up the coast heading north-west.- They were 
alone or in small groups; the largest congregation I saw that morning was 14. Some 
flew right along the beach; the odd one settled on the top of a spruce to rest 
awhile and look for prey. 

After an hour or so the wind picked up and low cumulus clouds started 
blowing in. The hawks flew higher, circling on the thermals, and passing further 
inland behind the dunes. 

By 11 o'clock it became totally cloudy. I had seen 57 rough-legs, about 
half dark phase, and 6 red-tails. 

I believe this is an annual phenomenon, and if so, it may be one of the 
heaviest rough-leg migrations in the province; an observer right behind the Marathon 
pulp mill, on Oct. 13, 1960 counted over a thousand of these birds in three and a 
half hours! 

Nick Escott 

Box 578, Marathon,Ontario POT 2E0 


SHOW YOUR FAVORITE NATURE SLIDES 

If you haven't yet attended one of our indoor meetings, you've missed one 

of the highlights - and the opportunity to see some of the.slides of your 

fellow members. Before and after each meeting, our Group Show Screen is loaded up 
and clicks away while you enjoy the coffee and doughnuts. 

If you have some favorite slides you would like to bring, contact Barry 
Charriere at 560-7476 to arrange a date. Make up a selection of 20 slides (l9 plu3 
one title slide with your name - a felt-tip pen works fine ) and have them ready 
for 7:30-p.m. on meeting night. 
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INDIAN SUMMER AT SPOOKY HOLLOW 

by Ron Hepworth 

Sunday,. Oct. 23,1977 was an ideal opportunity to explore the autumn 
serenity of our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. Summer-like sunshine persisted as we were 
introduced to the natural history of the area both by our leader Marion Shivas and 
by a particularly melodious flock of grackles overhead, albeit some few of us didn't 
altogether appreciate the interruption. 

Physiography ; 

The Spooky Hollow area we learned is made up of a sand plain laid down 
during the Wisconsin Glacier and underlain to some depth by limestone bedrock. 

Sand was evident at several clearings along the trail and there were several good 
examples of raindrop erosion pointed out to us. The Sanctuary is located about one 
mile from Lake Erie, bounded by Hills to the west and east and dropping to Fisher's 
Creek which flows through the property. Sinks of acid muck are formed by drainage 
from these hills. Along the creek there are stands of hemlock and cedar, while on 
the higher ground, maple, dogwood, beech, oak and ash predominate, 

Fisher's Creek - Biology ; 

Fisher's Creek, as was pointed out in 1975 by Mr. Harold Manson, Fish 
Biologist from the Ministry of Natural Resources, Simcoe District, is one of the 
best of the few streams in Southern Ontario which has adequate environment for the 
spawning of trout and salmon. Brown, Rainbow and Brook trout as well as Coho salmon 
are known to spawn here. The section of the stream which flows through Spooky 
Hollow has mainly a sandy bottom while downstream, in property now owned by the 
Long Point Conservation Authority, there is gravel. 

Behavioural patterns of fish are difficult to watch. The female chooses 
the location - a gravel ripple with sufficient current to keep the sand from settling 
on the eggs. There will be from 1 to 10 pockets of eggs in a nest.(Redd) 

The fry stay in the gravel ripple until they are 1%" to 2" long,and then 
move to shallow low velocity water, such as exists in the section of the stream 
within our Sanctuary. After 1 to 3 years (4" to 7" long) they migrate to the lake 
for 1 to 2 years before returning to the stream to spawn. 

Nursery conditions are excellent in Fisher's Greek because it provides 
a stable environment with little rise and fall of stream levels. The water is 
relatively cool (62°F to 63°F) and the oxygen content is high. At the spring fed 
source of the creek the oxygen level is 6.7 parts per million (ppm), and within 
the confines of Spooky Hollow, it has risen to 9.9 ppm. The surrounding woodlands 
provide considerable protection from the adverse effects of agricultural pollutants 
and runoff which so often make these streams unsuitable for trout. 

While we were not able to catch a glimpse of any salmon or trout in the 
creek on this visit, it was thrilling to learn about the vital function of our 
Sanctuary in maintaining suitable habitat for some of our more desirable species. 
Botany ; 

Exploring the main trail, many types of ferns were evident since a general 
frost had not yet touched all species. Ferns still green included Lady Fern, 
several Wood Ferns including 'intermedia'. New York Fern, Hay-Scented Fern, and of 
course, Christmas Fern. Two of the small grape ferns (Botrychium dissectum and Bot, 
obliquum) made a token appearance as they did also last fall. Others such as Maiden¬ 
hair Fern and Cinnamon Fern had only recently faded. 

Other highlights noted were the large patches of Shining Club Moss, 

Ground Cedar, Running Ground Pine, a rare stand of Bayberry, Prince's Pine,Shinleaf 
and One-Sided Pyrola with seed capsules not yet ripened. 

This season, because of all the wet weather in September, also turned out 
to be a good one for fungi. Many types were to be found including species of 
Lactarius, Clavaria, Amanita, Boletus,Clitocybe, Omphalotus, Cortinarius and Geastruir. 
In addition we found pockets of the small orange-peel cup mushroom(, peziza)growing 
in the sand and moss. 

The sumacs were almost bare, but there was still plenty of autumn foliage 
on the maples and oaks. Several shoots of American Chestnut noted still had their 
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Indian Summer at Spooky Hollow (continued) 

leaves. Foliage on specimens of Yellow Mandarin were a delightful soft yellow. In 
a low. wet area could be seen the neatly formed shoots of Skunk Cabbage already poised 
for next season. 

On other plants, the berries were the main features, and these included the 
Gray Dogwood, Wild Grape, Poison Ivy, Partridgeberry, White Baneberry, and some 
excellent specimens of 2-berried Solomon's Seal, Also in seed were Agrimony,Lopseed 
(seed just ripe), Jumpseed and Clearweed among others. 

Perhaps one of the main features of this time of year were the many Witch 
Hazels displaying their delicate blooms, now quite conspicuous as most of the 
leaves were gone. Most specimens were almost at peak bloom. Also blooming but 
sporting only their last few flowers were Wreath Goldenrod, Heath Aster, and by the 
road, Nextf ’England and Redstern Aster, Great Blue Lobelia and Fringed Gentian. 

Mew Specie s: 

Two new species to be added to the plant list for Spooky Hollow were 
discovered earlier this year and pointed out on this visit. They are listed as 
follows: 

1. Family Polygonaceae (Smartweed) 

Tovara virginiana (Jumpseed) 

2. Family Carycphy11aceae (pink) 

Dianthus armeria (Deptford Pink) 

RARE PLANT NEAR THE LIGHTHOUSE 

by A. E. Garwood 

First found by the late Dr, R.E, Beschel and again this summer by Penny 
Briggs while doing a biological survey at Prince Edward Point, Clammy Weed 
( Polanisia dodecandra )is the most interesting plant discovered in that area. 

Clammy Weed, an annual with many branches and growing to a height of 12-18 
inches is a member of the Caper family(Capparidaceae), which also includes the 
familiar garden flower Spider Plant or Cleome. It inhabits dry sandy ar gravelly 
soil, especially along stremas from Quebec to North Dakota, south to New York, West 
Virginia and Oklahoma. 

A perusal of the records at the Fowler Herbarium, Queen's University 
indicates that this is the only known location for this plant between Brockville and 
Trenton, In fact, the Herbarium contains specimens from only three other locations 
in Ontario (Hamilton, Niagara Falls and Windsor) so it does appear to be rather rare,, 

The plants are growing on the stoney upper shore about one hundred yards or 
so west of the lighthouse. You'll recognize it by its petiolate, trifoliate leaves, 
its terminal racemes of small white or pinkish flowers and its rather viscid upright 
fruits. 

Reference: Manual of Vascular Plants - Gleason and Cronquist - 1963 
(reprinted from the Kingston Blue Bill, Vol. 24, Sept./77) 

(also termed Polanisia graveolens) 

Editor's Note ; In the Hamilton area. Clammy Weed can be found along the east end 
of the beach strip. It is also known from Pt. Abino in Niagara 
and frequently from Norfolk County at such places as Turkey Point, 
Port Ryerse, Long Point and Simcoe. It is also listed for Rondeau 
Provincial Park and undoubtedly occurs at various other locations 
along the Lake Erie shore. 

*******4f******* 

DOMINION STORE TAPES : The Women's Committee of the Royal Botanical Gardens is 
still looking for donations of Dominion Store cash register tapes. These are 
converted into funds towards the purchase of equipment and furnushing for the 
expanding Headquarters Building. Bring your collections to the monthly indoor 
meetings and pass them over to Mrs. Marion Shivas for delivery to the RBG. 
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HAMILTON FALL BIRD COUNT 1977 

by Alan Wormington 

Wow that the Fall Bird Count has been held for four years it is interesting 
to compare the 1977 count to previous years. In 1977 we saw the fewest species 
ever recorded on a Fall Count (113) while 1975 had the highest with 134, However 
1977 saw a tremendous rise in the number of individuals recorded over the previous 
high of 52,000 in 1975. The 151,000 birds recorded was the result of Stan Kozak />'■ 
and Leanne Johns watching the Starling/Blaclcbird roost at Kortwright Waterfowl 
Research Station near Guelph. 

Not counting their 100,000 birds into the total, the number of Individuals 
recorded in 1977 was probably down from previous years, especially land birds. 

This was likely a result of the unusually warm, frost-free weather during the two 
week period previous to count day. September and October were unusually cold and 
passerine movement was heavy. As a result the relatively few birds remaining at 
count time were thinly spread over a wide area because of the mild weather. In a 
more normal situation, frosts and colder air previous to a Fall Count would normally 
push the remaining birds closer to lakeshore areas. The very low 1977 totals of 
kinglet numbers and warbler species demonstrate this "theory". Previous to 1977 
the Fall Counts had recorded 9 warbler species. The 1977 Count recorded only two 
species (the hardiest) Yellow-rumped and Common Yellow-throat* 

Any bird count is useful in seeing rises and decreases of populations of 
many species. One example recorded on the Hamilton Fall Bird Counts is the Carolina 
Wren, Carolina's are capable of increasing at their northern range limit only if 
the winters are not too severe. On the 1974 Count 6 were recorded. Following the 
mild winter of 74/75 the 1975 Count recorded a record high of 27 individuals. How¬ 
ever, after the winter of 75/76 we began to see the crash of numbers when only 5 • 
were recorded in 1976, And we all know about the incredible winter of 76/77. On 
the- 1977 Count only a single Carolina Wren was recorded. Christmas Counts also 
recorded this pattern and it seems likely very few Carolina Wrens will be recorded 
on the upcoming counts in southern Ontario this December. 

The extreme late departure dates recorded are also a result of the Hamilton 
Fall Bird Counts. With so many birders out so late in the season it is inevitable 
that several record late dates will be set for the Hamilton Territory. The most 
unusual birds to fall in this category are Little Blue Heron(1975), Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher (1975), Veery(1975),White-eyed Vireo(1977), Chestnut-sided Warbler(1974) 
and Bobolink (1977). 

Party hours totalling 212, and 58 observers in 37 parties in 1977 are all 
record highs. Since the first count in 1974 several members of the South Peel 
Naturalists' Club have been assisting faithfully and more recently the Guelph Field- 
Naturalists; Club has also participated. 

So far 168 species have been recorded on the four counts with an additional 
6 species recorded the day before or day after count day. The count day has been 
held, and always will be held, on the first Sunday in November. 

I hope everyone has enjoyed the Fall Counts and I am looking forward to 
seeing you on the 1978 census. 

Alan Wormington 

1977 Hamilton Fall Bird Count ; 

Area Covered : All points within 25 miles centered at Dundurn Castle, Hamilton, 
Ontario, to include Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to Grimsby, parts of the 
Credit, Oakville, and Bronte Creeks, Bronte Woods, Mountsberg Dam, Valens Conserva¬ 
tion Area, Puslinch Lake, Puslinch Township, Brantford, Grand River from Brantford 
to Cayuga, Ancaster, Sulphur Springs, Dundas Valley, Christie's Dam, Dundas Marsh, 
Hamilton Bay and Binbrook Dam. 

November 6,1977 : 6;00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Temp. 9C(48F) to 12C(54F). Wind ME 10 to 

20 mph. Trace of rain. Heavy fog south shore Lake Ontario; light fog in other 
southern sections. Ten days previous to count was unusually warm and frost-free, 

53 observers in 37 parties. Total party hours: 212 

Common Loon 7; Horned Grebe 33; Pied-billed Grebe 6; Great Blue Heron 38; 

Mute Swan 13; Whistling Swan 1; Canada Goose 1731; Snow Goose 1; Mallard 2768; 

Black Duck 1643; Gadwall 498; Pintail 6; Green-winged Teal 424 ; Blue-winged Teal 5; 
American Wigeon 347; Northern Shoveler 51; Wood Duck 15; Redhead 1438; Ring-necked 
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Hamilton Fall Bird Count 1977 (continued) 

Duck 47; Canvasback 24; Greater Scaup 1922; Lesser Scaup 1511 ; Common Goldeneye 304; 
Bufflehead 450; Oldsquaw 2693; White-winged Scoter 11; Black Scoter 2; Rudy Duck 39; 
Hooded Merganser 56; Common Merganser 284; Red-breasted Merganser 90; Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 124; Rough-legged Hawk 3; Marsh Hawk 4; American Kestrel 33; 
Ruffed Grouse 12; Ring-necked Pheasant 17; Common Gallinule 1; American Coot 167; 
Killdeer 107; American Woodcock 1; Common Snipe 26; Greater Yellowlegs 6; Lesser 
Yellowlegs 1; Pectoral Sandpiper 1; Dunlin 102; Parasitic Jaeger 1; Claucous Gull 1; 
Great Black-backed Gull 93; Herring Gull 1419; Ring-billed Gull 1803; Bonaparte's 
Gull 256; Black-legged Kittiwake 1 (J,B.,W,S,); Rock Dove 431; Mourning Dove 314; 
Screech Owl 1; Great Horned Owl 14; Saw-whet Owl 2; Belted Kingfisher 33; Common 
(Yellow-shafted) Flicker 24; Pileated Woodpecker 5; Red-bellied Woodpecker l (B.Du., 
B.J.) ; Red-headed Woodpecker 4; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1; Hairy Woodpecker 27; 
Downy Woodpecker 150; Horned Lark 27; Blue Jay 522; Common Crow 1310; Black-capped 
Chickadee 1196; White-breated nuthatch 159; Red-breasted Nuthatch 38; Brown Creeper 
24; Winter Wren 6(low) : Carolina Wren 1; Northern Mockingbird 10; Brown Thrasher 1; 
American Robin 1204; Hermit Thrush 5; Golden-crowned Kinglet 21 (low); Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet (3 (low); Water Pipit 91; Cedar Waxwing 1152; Northern Shrike 11; Starling 
55,000 (Hamilton & Guelph roosts); White-eyed Vireo 1 (A,W.); Yellow-rumped(Myrtle) 
Warbler 51; Common Yellowthroat 2; House Sparrow 2035; Bobolink 1 (B.Do.,M.R.); 
Eastern Meadowlark 19; Red-winged Blackbird 21,152 (majority at Guelph roost);Rusty 
Blackbird 1282 ; Brewer's Blackbird 3 (L.J. ,S.K.) ; Common Grackle _18.(l° w ) » Brown¬ 
headed Cowbird 40,132 (majority at Guelph roost); Cardinal 267 ; Evening Grosbeak 
179; Purple Finch 58; Pine Grosbeak 34; Common Redpoll 5; Pine Siskin 223; American 
Goldfinch 621; Red Crossbill 8; White-winged Crossbill 94; Rufous-sided Towhee 1; 
Savannah Sparrow 1; Darkeyed (Slate-Coloured) Junco 1099; Tree Sparrow 771; Field 
Sparrow 1; White-crowned Sparrow 20; White-throated Sparrow 94; Fox Sparrow 14; 

Swamp Sparrow 31; Song Sparrow 179; Lapland Longspur 4; Snow Bunting 101, 

TOTAL ; , 118 specieis. About 150,946 individuals. 

Seep, the day before or day after count but not on count day: King Eider 1(G,N«, R. 
Westmore); Purple Sandpiper 5 (A.W.); Little Gull 1(A.W,); Long-eared Owl 1, 

Observers : Joe Boleantu, Dave Brewer, George Bryant, Jerry Chappie, Nina Chappie, 
Robert Copeland, John Cummings, Robert Curry, Ed Dinniwell, Bert Dortmans, Jim 
Dowall, Bruce Duncan, Ann Ferguson, Robert Finlayson, Sheila Forbes, Alex Gray, 
Catherine Griffin, Ted Griffin, Don Gunn, Lydia Hamilton, Audrey Hawkes, Mark 
Jennings, Leanne Johns, Barry Jones, John Kelly, Stan Kozak, Howard Lewis, Bert 
MacLaren, Jane Magnan, Toni Mason, Kevin McLaughlin, George Meyers, Olive Newcombe, 
George North, Laurel North, John Olmstead, Dave Powell, Thelma Powell, Jim Pringle, 
Anne Reid, Tom Reid, Ron Ridout, Mark Robson, Pat Smith, William Smith, Rick Snider, 
Robert Stamp, Dan Stucky, Sam Tabone, Heilce Van Dyken, Peter Van Dyken, Phil Walker, 
Mabel Watson, Chauncey Wood, Jennifer Wood, Sarah Wood, Stephanie Wood, Alan 
Wormington(compiler-Box 474, 18 School St., Waterdown,Ontario LOR 2H0). (Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club, South Peel Naturalists' Club). 

*********************** 

*********** 

*** 

29 NEW WHOPPERS 

North American whooping cranes have greatly improved their chances 
of survival with a big hatch of chicks this past spring. Twenty-nine 
whooping cranes were hatched this spring compared with 15 last year. There 
are now believed to be 126 cranes in existence. 

A total of 17 nests were found this year including one nest inside 
the Alberta boundary, the first in 73 years. 

(information from Man. Naturalists's Soc. Bulletin, Vol.l(l), Sept/77 
and the Alberta Naturalist, Vol. 7(3), Sept/77) 
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NOTEWORTHY jjIRD RECORDS 


N umber of species recorded to November 15, 1977 - 277 


* - indicates the first record for the year 
F - indicates the first record for the migration 
L - indicates the last record for the migration 


Common Loon 

Nov. 

13 

2 Lake at Beach Canal 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red-throated LoonNov. 

3 

1 Van wagner's coach 

Wcrmington, Finlayson 

Red-necked Grebe 

Nov. 5 

,12 

8, 2 Lake at Walker's Line 

McLaughlin, Wcrmington 

Pied-billed GrebeNov.9 

, 11 

1, 1 Brcnte, Oakville 

Jennings; Westmore 


Nov. 

12 

1 Valens Reservoir 

K & W McLaughlin 

Green Heron 

Oct. 

15L 

1 Bronte Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

ol-c. Wight HeronOct. ; 

3, 9 

1, 1 jj rente, Dundas dump 

Jennings; Curry 

American cittern 

Now. 

15 

1 orente Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

Mute Swan, 

Nov. 

6 

8 Lake shore a.t ^rente 

Mark Jennings 

Whistling Swan 

Nov. 

3F 

1 nillow Point 

Finlayson, Wcrmington 

nrant 

Nov. 

12# 

1 Lake at ^each Canal 

Kevin McLaughlin 

parnacle Goose 

Nov. 

15# 

1 Christie- Dam 

John Heaslip 


Nov. 

18 

1 Christie Cons. Area 

Heaslip, L. North 

Snow Goose 

Nov. 

6 

1 (feral?) E of Paris 

A. V. Mason 

Green-w. Teal 

Nov. 

11. 

145 Dundas Hydro Station 

Alan Wcrmington 

Redhead 

Sep. 

20F 

1 Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Ring-necked Du ckOct. 

9F 

1 East end of cay 

nob Cur ry 


Nov. 

12 

33 valons Reservoir 

K <k W McLaughlin 

Canvasback 

Oct. 

30 F 

15 Valens Reservoir 

Wcrmington, Finlayson 

Common Goldeney eNov. 

5F 

10 Lake Ontario 

Bob Westmore 

Bufflehead 

Oct. 

17 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

Oldsquaw 

Oct. 

30 

7 Puslinch Lake 

Wonmngton, Finlayson 

Harlequin Duck 

Nov. 

3F 

1 Oa kville 

George Smith 

King Eider 

Nov. 

5# 

1 Oakville piers 

Westmore, North 

Surf Scoter 

Oct. 

21 

3 Lake at Beach Canal 

H uber Moore 

Black Scoter 

Nov. 

5, 6 

1, 1 ourlingtf.n; Van Wagner 

'Westmore, McLaughlin 

Ruddy Due k 

Oct. 

17 

12 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

nruce Duncan 

Hooded Merganser 

Oct. 

17F 

12 Dundas Marsh 

R. Finlayson 

Turkey Vultu re 

Oct. 

18L 

1 (white wing tips) orontei-Jark Jennings 

Goshawk 

Oct. 

19 

1 ororrte Ck. Prov. Park 

Alan Wcrmington 


Nov. 

12 

1 University Landing 

K & W McLaughlin 

Coe per 1 s Hawk 

Oct. 

18 

1 oronte 

Mark Jennings 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Oct. 

30 

1 (dark phase) Valley Inn John Gumming 


Nov. 

12 

88 Oakville 

-L>ob Curry 

Broad-winged H awk Oct 

. RL 

1 d rente 

Mark Jennings 

Rough-legged 

Oct. 

7 F 

1 Peter's Ccmars 

Huber Moore 

Hawk 

Nov. 6 

> 12 

1, 2 Br>nte, Cayuga 

Jennings, Wcrmington 

Golden Eagle 

Nov. 

12 

1 Oakville 

Bob Curry 

Bald Eagle 

Oct. 

21 1 

imm. Bull's Point 

D & W McLaughlin 

Marsh Hawk 

Oct. 

15 

2 orente 

Mark Jennings 

Osprey 

Oct. 

1L 

1 d rente 

Mark Jennings 

Ruffed Grouse 

Oct. 

18 

1 i-< rente 

Mark Jennings 

Common Gallinule Sep. 

28 o 

1 j ->rente Marsh ■ ■ 

Mark Jennings(oryant 


Nov. 

6 

1 Strathearne Dock 

Curry, Olmsted., 

j-CLack-b. Plover 

Oct. 

29 

1 Van ’Wagner's Beach 

K & N McLaughlin 

Ruddy Turnstone 

May 

22F 

2 orente 

Mark Jennings 

Spotted SandpiperSep. 

24L 

2 orv-nte 

Mark Jennings 

Solitary Sandp 

Oct. 

15L 

1 o rente 

Mark Jennings 
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Gr. lellcwlegs 

Nov. 

6 

1 

Valens Cons. Area 

Laurel 1 George North 

Lesser Yellowleg 

sNov. 

6 

1 

East end c f ^ay 

Bryant, Curry, Olmsted 


Nov.11,12 

1, 2 

Brcnte, Valens 

Weeunore, McLaughlin 

Purple Sandpiper 

Nov. 

7* 

5 

Van Wagner's j->oach - 

Alan Wormington 

Pectoral Sandp. 

Oct.23,30 

1, 1 

b rente, Lundss Marsh 

Jennings, Cumming 

Semipal. Sandp. 

Oct. 

17L 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Alan Wormington 

Hudsonian Godwit 

Oct. 

2 

1 

Fact end of uay 

Bruce Duncan 

Sanderlmg 

June 

2L 

1 

Burlington Beach 

Mark Jennings 

Red Phalarope 

Oct. 

9* 

1 

Ofield Road 

Bob Curry 

wilson's PhalaropeJune 

4L 

2 

East end of Bay 

Mark Jennings 

Parasitic Jaeger Nov. 

6, 7 

1, 3, 

Van Wagner's Beach 

McLaughlin; wormington 

Glaucous Gull 

Nov. 

5F 

1 

Lake at Gray's Road 

We s tmo rc , N 0 r th 

Bonaparte 1 s Gull 

Nov. 

7 

2100 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Alan Wormington 

Little Gull 

Nov. 

7 

1 ad. 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Alan Wormington 

b 1.-1. Kittiwake 

Nov. 

6 1 

. imm. 

Lake at Beach Canal 

N. Smith, T. Boleantu 

Long-eared Owl 

Oct.l5F,l6 

1, 1 

nrente; U. Middle Rd 

Mark Jennings 

She rt-eared Owl 

Oct. 

3, 21 

1, 1 

Brcnte; Beach Canal 

Jennings, H. Meore 

Whip-poor-will 

Apr. 

21F 

1 

92 Hostein Dr. Ancaster Bob Curry 


Oct. 

6l 

1 

Brcnte 

Mark Jennings 

Common Nighthawk 

Oct. 

4 L 

2 

uronte 

Mark Jennings 

Chimney Swift 

Oct. 9 

,llL 

9, 20 

Dundas Hydro Station 

Curry; Wormington 

R-th Hummingbird 

Oct. 

22L 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Pileatsd Wdpkr. 

Nov. 

13 

1 

Westdale Park 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red-b ellied W. 

Nov. 

6 

1 

above Cayuga 

B. Jones 0 . Duncan 

Rec-h. WocdpeckerNov. 

6 

3 

a^cve Cayuga 

Duncan, Jcnes 


Nov. 

6 

1 

Romar Dr.. Dundas 

Olive Newcombe 

Y.-b. Sapsucker 

Oct. 

15 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Nov. 

6 

1 

Credit River 

John Kelly 

Eastern Phcebe 

Oct. 

16 

3, 4 

U. Middle fid, Brcnte 

Jennings, McLaughlin 

Tree Swallow 

Oct. 9 

, 12 

6,2 Dundas dump; nr. nte 

Curry, Jennings 


Oct. 

19L 

15 

Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Dundan 

Rough-w. Swallow Oct. 

9L 

2 

Dundas dump 

Bob Curry 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

Oct. 

24 

1 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Brown Creeper 

Oct. 

20 

1 

H wy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom (i Anne Reid 

House wren 

Oct. 

18L 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Carolina wren 

Nov. 

6 

1 

Oakville 

Pat Smith 

N. Mockingbird 

Nov. 

1 

1 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom k Anne Reid 

Gray Catbird 

0ct.l0,19L 

1, 1 

Bronte, or. Ck. Prov, 

. Pk.Jennings, Wormington 

orewn Thrasher 

Oct. 

13 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Nov. 

11L 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Hermit Thrush 

Oct. 

30 

6 

Sulphur Springs 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Swains n's Thrush Oct. 

19 

l 

epp. Lakeshore P.S. Burlington Bob Curry 


Oct. 

24 L 

1 

Spencer Ck. at Coldspring Ck. Finlayson 

Gray-cheeked ThrushOct 

. 15L 

1 

Dundas mountain 

Bob Finlayson 

Eastern Bluebird 

Oct. 

22 

6 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

ol.-g. Gnatcatcher Oct 

. 4 L 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Water Pipit 

Nov. 

14 

90 

Oakville Ck. at Hwy. 

5 Alan Wormington 

nchemian Waxwing Oct. 

15F 

1 

Valley inn 

Bob Weetmore 


Nov.11, 13 

1, 4 

C.N.R. at Bayview 

Alan Wormington 

Cedar Waxwing 

Nov . 

12 

400 

C.N.R. at Bayview 

Alan Wormington 

Northern Shrike 

Oct. 

15F 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


N r.v. 

12 

1, 1 

Valens; Aldershot 

McLaughlin, Pow ells 

White-eyed Virec 

Nov. 

6' ;: " 

1 

W. of Bull's Point 

Alan Wormington 

Yeliow-th. VireOeSep. 

27 L 

1 

Brcnte 

Mark Jennings 

Solitary Vireo 

Oct. 13 , 15 

1, 1 

Oakville Ck.; Bronte 

Curry; Jennings 




Red-eyed Vireo Oct. 9, 18L 1, 1 Woodland G.; ^ronte Curry, Jennings 

Philadelphia Vir.Sep.20, 25L 1, 2 Bronte; Woodland Cem. Jennings, Wormington 

Warbling Vireo. Sep 27L ■ 1 Bronte • Mark Jennings 

o>l-&-wh Warbler Sep. 29L . 1 Brente ' Ma,rk Jennings 

Tennessee Warb. Oct.9, 10L 2, 2 Westdale, Bronte Curry Jennings 

Orange-crowned ' Oct.18, 27 2, 1 BronteAncaster Jennings, Wormington 


Warbler Nov. 

31 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Nashville warblerOct. 

181 

1 E'ronte 

Mark Jennings 

Magnolia Warbler Sep. 

17 

33 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 13L 1 Oakville Ck. at H wy. 5 Bob Gurry 

Cape May Warbler Oct. 23L 1 Worth Shore 31 vd. Dave &•-Thelma Powell, 

Bl-th olue jarb.' Oct;. 101 1, 1 Bronte; Rock Chapel Jennings; Duncan 

Bl-th Green Warb,Oct. 19L 1 opp. Lakeshore P.S. Burlington . cob Curry 

Blackburnian warb.Sep. 29L' 2 Bronte Mark Jennings 

nay-b.r. Warbler Oct. 181 1 opp. lakeshore P.S. Burlington Bob Curry 

Blackpoll Warbler Oct. 11 • 1 Bronte Mark Jennings 

IV Palm Warbler Oct. 3L 2 Bronte Mark Jennings 

Mourning Warbler Sep. 171 2 Bronte Mark Jennings 

Yellow-br. Chat' Oct. 201 1 106 East 25th St. Dprothy Andrus, 

Canada Warbler, " Sep. 171 2 Bronte Mark Jennings 


Am. Redstart 

Oct. 

15 : I 

1 

oronte 

Mark Jennings 

Bobolink 

; Nov. 

6 

1 

Dundas Hydro Station 

Mark Robson, ,'B. Dortman 


Nov. 

111 

1 

Dundas Hydro Stati'n. 

Alan.Wormington 

E. Meadowlark 

Nov. 

6 

15 

q rente 

Mark Jennings , 

brewer 1 s aladkb'ird Oct 

. 29# 

300 

Crieff Rd. at Downey Rd. Stan Kozak ,apdl.. Johns 

“ 

,Nov. 

6 

3 

If II II il 

11 11 " ' 11 

Rose-breasted 

Apr. 

21F 

1 

92 Hostein Ancaster 

Bob Curry , , , 

Grosbeak 

Sep. 

251 

1, 8 Burlington; Waterdown 

North;, Wormington ' 

Indigo hunting 

Sep. 

.261 

1 Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings , 

Evening, Grosbeak Nov. 

18 

25 North Shore Blvd . 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Pine Grosb eak 

Oct. 

30# 

1 

Crieff Bog 

Finlayson, Wormington 

Common Redpoll 

Nov. 6 

, ml® 1 

5; 15 

Oakville; Bond St. N 

Ricjout, Stella Brown 

Pine Siskin 

Oct. 

3 

18 

b rente 

Mark Jennings 

Red Crossbill 

Nov. 

6 

8 

Oakville Creek 

Ron Ridout 

White -w-. C ro s sb illlov. 

3-;;- 

8 

Westdale Park 

Alan W T ormington 

Rufous-sided 

Oct.16 ,18 

k, 3 

Bronte 

McLaughlin; Jennings 

Tow he < 

sNov. 

6 

1 

Brantford 

A. V. Mason 

Savannah 

Oct .9 

, 15 

2, 1 

E. B a y• Sydenham Rd. 

Curry; Finlayson 

Sparrow 

Nov. 

6 

1 

south cf Brantford 

Rob Copeland; D. Stackey 

Slate-c. Junco 

Sep. 

17F 

2 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Tree Sparrow 

Oct. 

18F 

4, 2 

Bronte, Coldspring V. 

Jennings; Finlayson 

Chipping Sparrow 

Nov. 

21 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

White-crowned Sp.No v. 

6 

20 

Winona 

J. Gumming, S. Tabone 

White-throated Sp.Oc t. 30 

2 

Sulphur Springs 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Fox Sparrow 

Oct. 

6F, 10 

1, 1 Grey Doe Trail; Bronte 

Finlayson; Jennings 


Nov. 

6 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

lincoln 1 s 

Oct.16 , 18 

1, 1 

Bronte 

McLaughlin; Jennings 

Sparrow 

Nov. 

n 

1 

Oakville Ck. at Hwy 5 

Alan Wormington 

lapland 

Oct. 

9F 

1 East end of Bay 

Bob Curry 

longspur 

Nov. 

6 

, 4 East end of Bay 

Bryant, Curry, Olmsted 

Snow ounting 

Oct. 

24 F 

3 

Bull 1 s Point 

Bob Finlayson 


Nov. 

6 

1 

Shell Pier, Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George W. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., 17T 3A3, or phone 634 -5463 
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A WALK IN' THE WOODS 

BY El Wightman 

The week-ends in September were not all dry enough for good hiking; in 
fact most of them were quite wet. The morning of Saturday, Sept, 24, however, was 
ideal for our visit to the Hamilton Field Naturalists 1 Short Hills Wilderness Area , 

We got the only few minutes of sunshine for the day. 

It is a relief to find this nature preserve remaining a wilderness area. 
There is no evidence of over use. The trails are quite passable, but taey are not 
a beaten slash through the woods. Fallen trees remain for nature to take it course, 
even if they are on the path. 

It soon became evident that there would be plenty to see and, as expected, 
mushrooms were particularly abundant. It would be impossible to mention all that 
we saw and heard, even if we were always sure that the identification was correct. 
Following are some of the highlights of our walk. At the roadside, asters and 
goldenrod were out in profusion. The Blue Stemmed Golden Rod with its yellow tufts 
down the stem and the Elm Leaved Golden Rod with graceful drooping flower stems were 
two of the "different" golden rods. The pure blue New England Asters predominated 
but there were many nearly white Lowrie's Asters with their oddly winged leafstalks. 

Once into the heavy woods it became a case of keeping the guide book handy 
to confirm identification of a few of the multitudes of mushrooms. The chipmunks 
did not like us, but we did not stay long. The little gray Capped Mycena was first 
to attract attention, but a little further on, a large rotting log was a real find. 

An eager mycologist would have had a field trip right there without moving more than 
twenty feet. 

There were masses of Pear-Shaped Puffballs in stages of maturity from solid 
tan coloured buttons to brown balloons spouting clouds of spores at the slightest 
touch. Several of the well known Artists’ Fungus looked differently with their snow 
white borders of actively growing fruiting bodies. The Multi-Zoned Polystictus was 
also dressed in beautiful coloured rings and had a frilly white edge, indicating a 
healthy growing fungus. 

As we moved along the trail we found more mushrooms. The blood red cap of 
the Emetic Russula cannot be overlooked as any photographer knows. In tne darker 
woods the Gem-Studded Puffballs seemed to glisten, A particularly interesting find 
x^as a clump of Coral Fungus of the Clavaria family. Anyone who thinks mushrooms are 
dull and colourless would have to change his mind on finding a bed of Vermillion 
Chanterelle. They are tiny, but the entire mushroom is bright red - and is said to 
be edible. 

Of course there were many more plants along the trail. Wintergreen now had 
its red berries and the Green Briar had its black ones. Christmas Fern and Long 
Beech Fern were easily recognized. Red berries on the False Solomons Seal were 
everywhere and the "doll's eyes" of the White Bane berry completed the red and white 
Christmas colour scheme. 

As we passed beneath the tall oak and hickory trees, Bluejays and squirrels 
raised their objections. We soon learned not to linger there. An acorn falling 
fr seventy-five feet up strikes quite a blow! 

Flocks of White Throated Sparrows and Robins were all around us on the 
ground, While trying to identify x^arblers high in the trees we spotted a Gray 
Chrsked Thrush and later, what we thought to be a Swainson's Thrush, judging by the 
eyn ring and slightly more distinct spots. As we came out of the woods to the road¬ 
side v :0 found a few yellow Woodland Sunflowers that had escaped the weed cutting. 

We had a most enjoyable walk, but then it started to rain!! 

(reprinted from Niagara Falls Nature Club Bulletin #115, October/77) 

**************** 

CHA NGE 0F_ADDRE SS; yQU have recen tiy moved or are planning to move, please 
drop a line to the Club with your new address. We have recently had a few WOOD 
DUCKS returned with no forwarding address. Save yourself some missed copies an 
save the Club the added expense of remailing returned copies. Let us know. 
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ORCHID UPDATE 

■A LGONQUIN PARK : 

It was reported in 1976 that two species of orchids, Arethusa and White- 
Fringed Orchid were rediscovered in Algonquin. They had not been seen since 1900 
when they were found by the famous botanist, John Macoun. 

Now, barely into the summer of 1977, they report an even more sensational 
development. On June 8th one of their sharp-eyed naturalists discovered the ex¬ 
tremely rare Southern Twayblade, a small pink-flowered orchid which is totally new 
for the Park, in a small, very acidic bog near Achray on the east side of the Park. 

Until a few years ago this orchid had been recorded only twice in Ont.— 
in 1893 (and again in 1902 by none other than John Macoun) in the same bog near 
Ottawa. More recently, however, the Southern Twayblade was felt to be extinct in 
the province because all attempts to rediscover it in the original Ottawa bog were 
unsuccessful. Then in 1973 it was discovered east of Ottawa and near Orillia, and 
since then in 3 or 4 bogs in Fuskoka. It's discovery in the Park brings Algonquin's 
orchid list up to 35 species. 

(from The Raven, Vol. 18 ( 2 ), June 29/77) 
******* 

HALTON COUNTY ; 

Closer to home, an interesting boggy area to the west of Twiss Road 
near Kilbride, Ont. has yielded a suprising list of orchids, some of which are 
uncommon in this area. Among these is a small colony (lO) of the Large Round- 
Leaved Orchid ( Habenar i a orbiculata) first seen in 1976, and now the White Adder's- 
Mouth ( Malaxis brachypodaT discovered by Bert KacLaren this past summer. 

From numerous visits made over the past several years, the following table 
was compiled showing the dates of peak bloom as observed,or where possible, esti¬ 
mated ( in brackets) from observations made just before or after peak bloom. Peak 
bloom is defined as that stage when the majority of flower buds in the colony have 
opened and appear fresh but before any appreciable number of flowers have begun to 
fade and wither-- (i.e. the best time for photography.) 


! SPECIES 

1972 

1973 1974 

1975 

1976 \ 1977 

[Yellow Ladyslipper 
(Cypripedium calceolus) 


June 10 

June 16 

(June l6) 

(June ll) 
abundant 

few plants 
seen 

Showy Ladyslipper 
(Cypripedium reginae) 

(July l) 

(June 25) 

(July 4 ) 

(June 20) 


(June 18) | 

Loesel's Twayblade 
(idparis loeselii) 

(July 10) 

June 27 

July 7 

(June 24) 

June 26 

few blooms 
noted 

Tall Northern Bog-Orchid 
(Habenaria hyperborea) 

(July 12) 
abundant 


(July 10) 

(July 6) 
few 

1 plant 
seen 

few plants;- 
seen i 

Large Round-Leaved Orchid 
(Habenaria orbiculata) 

j 




(July 15) 

\ blooming 

(July 8) | 

2 blooming! 

White Adder's -Mouth 
(Malaxis brachypoda) 






(July 10) i 
2 plants | 

Helleborine 

(Epipactis helleborine) 

(Aug. l) 

I 

■1 



( 

abundant j 


by Ron Hepworth 

***** ***** ***** ***** 

*•: - ********* 

*** 
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